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This is Saturday before prayer time 3-30 a. m.
No letter from you till Friday evening. I put off even
yesterday in the hope of getting your letter in the
afternoon and still posting you something yesterday
but that was not to be. So each week your letter is
getting later in coming. But though I look forward
to it I do not worry.
This letter-writing is not a right of prisoners.
Therefore there is no deprivation. What in ordinary
life religion calls duty, becomes or seems to be com-
pulsion in the prison life. But that is not the case
with us. We are in a way voluntary prisoners.
Therefore we may not feel the compulsion as such
when certain permission is withdrawn or is regulated
in the manner suited to the authorities. I can do
without your letters if need be and you must train
yourself to do likewise and feel happy. In a manner
everybody trains himself to do without things when
he cannot get them. A follower of the Gita dharma
trains himself to do without things with happiness called
equanimity in the Gita language, for happiness of the
Gita is not the opposite of unhappiness. It is superior
to that state. The devotee of the Gita is neither
happy nor unhappy. And when that state is reached,
there is no pain, no pleasure, no victory, no defeat,
no deprivation, no possession. Prison life is a life of
privilege if we learn to practise the Gita teaching. It
is easier in the prison than outside. For outside we
have the opportunity of picking and choosing. Hence
we are not always able to test ourselves. In the prison
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